
Top 6 AI SEO Courses in 2026: Master 
GEO, AEO, and AI Search Visibility 
 
Search engine optimization has undergone its biggest transformation in two decades. In 2026, 
ranking in the traditional "ten blue links" is only half the battle. Modern marketers, agencies, and 
business owners must also optimize for Answer Engine Optimization (AEO) and Generative 
Engine Optimization (GEO)—ensuring their brands are cited, recommended, and surfaced 
inside Google AI Overviews, ChatGPT, Perplexity, Claude, and Gemini. 
 
However, many outdated courses simply bolt basic ChatGPT prompt templates onto legacy 
SEO tactics from years ago. True AI SEO requires understanding how Large Language Models 
(LLMs) retrieve passages, evaluate entity authority, select citations, and synthesize answers. 
 
Whether you are a beginner looking for a free certification or an experienced SEO director 
seeking tested community experiments, this guide breaks down the top 6 AI SEO courses in 
2026 to help you dominate both traditional search and AI-driven discovery. 
 

Quick Comparison: Best AI SEO Courses in 2026 
 

Course 
Name 

Creator / 
Platform 

Core Focus 
Areas 

Skill Level Format & 
Duration 

Price 

1. AI SEO 
Course 

Vishal Dave 
(aiseocours
e.ai) 

GEO, AEO, 
AI Citations, 
Entity SEO 

All Levels Self-paced 
Masterclass 

Free 

2. SEO 
Rainmaker
s 

Charles 
Floate 
(SEO.Strea
m / Skool) 

Live AI 
Testing, AI 
Overviews, 
Agency 
Growth 

Advanced Community 
+ Courses + 
Weekly 
Calls 

Paid 
Subscriptio
n 
(~$299/mo) 

3. AI SEO: 
Mastering 
GEO 

SkillUp / 
Rajesh 
Menon 
(Coursera) 

Semantic 
Web, 
Entities, 
GEO 
Datasets 

Beginner to 
Intermediat
e 

Self-paced 
(~4 hours, 2 
modules) 

Free to 
Audit (Paid 
Certificate) 

https://aiseocourse.ai/?utm_source=gemini
https://aiseocourse.ai/?utm_source=gemini


4. AI 
Visibility 
Essentials 

Semrush 
Academy 
(Rita Cidre 
& Leigh 
McKenzie) 

Prompt 
Tracking, 
Share of 
Voice, 
Brand 
Mentions 

Beginner to 
Intermediat
e 

On-deman
d Video (20 
lessons) 

Free 
(Includes 
Certificatio
n) 

5. AI SEO 
Course 
2026: From 
Zero to 
Page-One 

Arun 
Nagarathan
am 
(Udemy) 

End-to-End 
SEO, 
Schema, 
Technical & 
GEO 

All Levels Self-paced 
Video (~15 
hours, 245 
lectures) 

Paid 
One-Time 
($19.99–$18
9.99) 

6. AEO 
Fundament
als 

HubSpot 
Academy 
(Jorie 
Munroe & 
Jenn 
Sanchez) 

Answer 
Engine 
Strategy, 
Citation 
Optimizatio
n 

Beginner On-deman
d 
Certificatio
n (~2 hrs 20 
mins) 

Free 
(Includes 
Certificatio
n) 

 
1. AI SEO Course by Vishal Dave 

●​ Website: https://aiseocourse.ai/ 
●​ Cost: Free 
●​ Best For: Marketers, founders, and SEOs seeking a dedicated, practical blueprint for 

Generative Engine Optimization and entity-first search without a paywall. 
 
Course Overview 
The AI SEO Course by Vishal Dave (aiseocourse.ai) has quickly become one of the most 
accessible and comprehensive standalone masterclasses dedicated entirely to how modern AI 
search ecosystems operate. Rather than treating AI merely as a content-writing shortcut, 
Vishal Dave's curriculum focuses on the mechanics of how websites get discovered, parsed, 
and cited across Google AI Overviews, ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini, and Perplexity. 
 
Key Curriculum Highlights 

●​ Generative Engine Optimization (GEO) Foundations: How Retrieval-Augmented 
Generation (RAG) and LLM search pipelines select and rank source material. 

●​ Entity SEO & Knowledge Graphs: Building clear entity relationships and topical 
authority so AI systems recognize your brand as a trusted primary source. 

●​ Winning AI Citations: Structuring passages, data points, and semantic HTML so answer 

https://aiseocourse.ai/?utm_source=gemini
https://aiseocourse.ai/?utm_source=gemini


engines extract and attribute your content directly. 
●​ Real-World Experiments & Case Studies: Actionable frameworks backed by 

community insights and ongoing testing across major LLM platforms. 
Verdict 
If you want a zero-fluff, self-paced masterclass that dives straight into GEO, AEO, and entity 
optimization, Vishal Dave's free program at aiseocourse.ai is the strongest starting point in 
2026. 
 

2. SEO Rainmakers by Charles Floate 
●​ Platform: SEO.Stream (Hosted on Skool) 
●​ Cost: Paid monthly membership (~$299/month) 
●​ Best For: Working SEO professionals, agency owners, and affiliate marketers who want 

real-time testing data, live coaching, and proprietary AI workflows. 
 
Course Overview 
Algorithms and LLM retrieval weights shift weekly, meaning static video courses can quickly fall 
behind edge-case updates. Founded by veteran SEO practitioner Charles Floate, SEO 
Rainmakers (also known as AI SEO Rainmakers) combines a structured AI SEO training vault 
with a private, high-level mastermind community. It is built specifically for practitioners who 
need to know what is ranking in Google and getting cited in AI answers right now—both for 
client campaigns and high-competition niche sites. 
 
Key Curriculum Highlights 

●​ Google AI Overviews & AI Mode Tactics: Field-tested methods for capturing top 
visibility in Google's generative search experiences. 

●​ Weekly Live Calls & Experiment Breakdowns: Direct access to live Q&A sessions and 
real-time case studies showing what is working across different verticals. 

●​ Custom AI Tooling (CharlesGPT): Access to specialized prompts, automation 
workflows, and internal tools engineered for technical auditing and scalable content 
operations. 

●​ Commercial & Client Execution: Strategies for packaging, pricing, and delivering GEO 
and AEO services to high-ticket SEO clients. 

 
Verdict 
While the monthly price tag places it in the premium tier, SEO Rainmakers easily pays for itself 
if you manage client retainers or monetized properties and want continuous access to 
cutting-edge experiments rather than introductory theory. 
 
 

3. AI SEO: Mastering Generative Engine Optimization 

https://aiseocourse.ai/?utm_source=gemini


(GEO) 
●​ Platform: Coursera (Offered by SkillUp, taught by Rajesh Menon) 
●​ Cost: Free to audit (Coursera subscription required for graded assignments and 

shareable Career Certificate) 
●​ Best For: Marketing professionals and corporate teams who want a structured, 

academic-style introduction to GEO backed by a recognized LinkedIn credential. 
 
Course Overview 
Offered on Coursera, AI SEO: Mastering Generative Engine Optimization (GEO) bridges the 
gap between classic search marketing and the semantic web. Taught by industry practitioners, 
this concise, 4-hour program gives learners a structured framework for understanding how AI 
search platforms interpret user intent, entities, and context. 
 
 
Key Curriculum Highlights 

●​ Module 1 – Foundations of AI in SEO (2 Hours): Contrasts traditional keyword-driven 
SEO with AI-driven search across Google AI Overviews, Bing Copilot, Perplexity, and 
ChatGPT. 

●​ Module 2 – Executing GEO in Practice (2 Hours): Deep dive into entity mapping, 
building topical authority, and structuring content in AI-friendly formats. 

●​ Data-Driven GEO Measurement: Hands-on exercises using real datasets to evaluate 
how often content is referenced in AI-generated answers and how well it satisfies 
conversational intent. 

 
Verdict 
With a 4.6+ star rating and thousands of enrolled learners, this Coursera program is ideal if you 
want a compact, hands-on weekend course that culminates in an employer-recognized 
certificate. 
 
 

4. AI Visibility Essentials with Semrush 
●​ Platform: Semrush Academy (Taught by Rita Cidre & Leigh McKenzie) 
●​ Cost: Free (Includes certification) 
●​ Best For: In-house marketers and SEO analysts who need to measure, track, and report 

on AI brand visibility, prompts, and Share of Voice. 
 
Course Overview 
One of the hardest parts of AI SEO in 2026 is measurement: when users get their answers 
directly inside an LLM without clicking through to a website, traditional traffic metrics fall short. 
AI Visibility Essentials with Semrush tackles the "zero-click" search revolution head-on. 



Across 20 bite-sized video lessons, Semrush's Rita Cidre and search expert Leigh McKenzie 
walk through how to transition from tracking keywords to tracking conversational prompts. 
 
 
Key Curriculum Highlights 

●​ Keywords vs. Prompts: How query fan-out works in conversational search and how to 
map the five core prompt types to your customer journey (especially high-intent 
comparison prompts). 

●​ Visibility as the New Click: Mastering modern KPIs including AI Share of Voice, citation 
frequency, and brand sentiment inside LLM responses. 

●​ Influencing Third-Party Sources: Why appearing in AI answers requires earning 
mentions on the external domains and publications that LLMs trust most. 

●​ Hands-On Toolkit Walkthroughs: Step-by-step tutorials on benchmarking your brand's 
AI presence against competitors using Semrush's AI Visibility Toolkit. 

 
Verdict 
Because it focuses heavily on measurement, brand perception, and competitive 
benchmarking, Semrush's free course is essential viewing for anyone responsible for reporting 
SEO KPIs to stakeholders or executives. 
 
 

5. AI SEO Course 2026: From Zero to Page-One Results 
(AEO, GEO) 

●​ Platform: Udemy (Created by Arun Nagarathanam) 
●​ Cost: $189.99 list price (Frequently discounted to $19.99–$27.99 during Udemy sales; 

included in Udemy Personal Plan) 
●​ Best For: Beginners, freelancers, and webmasters who want a single, all-in-one 

curriculum covering both technical SEO foundations and 2026 GEO/AEO implementation. 
 
Course Overview 
If you need to learn traditional SEO from the ground up while simultaneously preparing your 
site for AI search engines, AI SEO Course 2026: From Zero to Page-One Results on Udemy is 
the most comprehensive self-paced bootcamp available. Spanning 26 sections, 245 lectures, 
and roughly 15 hours of on-demand video, instructor Arun Nagarathanam lays out a 50-day 
execution blueprint that blends foundational technical SEO with modern answer-engine 
formatting. 
 
 
Key Curriculum Highlights 

●​ Content Structuring for AI Extraction: How to apply the Inverted Pyramid model so 



LLMs and answer engines immediately extract your core definitions and conclusions. 
●​ Advanced Schema Markup: Practical implementation of structured data (including 

FAQPage and HowTo schema) to feed unambiguous context to search crawlers. 
●​ Deep Technical SEO: Covers JavaScript SEO (Client-Side vs. Server-Side Rendering for 

React and Angular sites), Core Web Vitals optimization, international hreflang 
architecture, and crawl budget management. 

●​ Classic Ranking Pillars: Complete modules on search intent, ethical link building, E-E-A-T 
signals, Google Search Console, and Google Analytics 4 (GA4). 

 
Verdict 
Many niche GEO courses assume you already understand canonical tags, rendering, and 
backlink acquisition. This Udemy bestseller gives you the complete full-stack SEO education 
alongside 2026 AI optimization tactics for a single one-time payment. 
 
 

6. AEO Fundamentals on HubSpot 
●​ Platform: HubSpot Academy (Taught by Jorie Munroe & Jenn Sanchez) 
●​ Cost: Free (Includes certification) 
●​ Best For: Content marketers, copywriters, and inbound marketing teams adapting their 

editorial workflows for Answer Engine Optimization. 
 
Course Overview 
Content teams often struggle with balancing human readability and machine extractability. 
HubSpot Academy's AEO Fundamentals is a 2-hour-and-20-minute certification program 
designed specifically for inbound marketers and content strategists. Instructors Jorie Munroe 
and Jenn Sanchez break down how answer engines select sources and how to adapt your 
existing editorial calendar without sacrificing brand voice. 
 
 
Key Curriculum Highlights 

●​ The Evolution of Search Visibility: Understanding how user behavior has shifted from 
keyword queries to multi-turn conversational prompts. 

●​ Unified Keyword & Prompt Research: How to blend traditional search volume data with 
conversational question research to serve both Google SERPs and AI chatbots. 

●​ On-Page Citation Optimization: Formatting headers, lists, direct answer blocks, and 
proprietary statistics to maximize your odds of being cited. 

●​ Auditing & Measuring AEO Performance: Practical frameworks for auditing where your 
brand currently appears in AI answers and tracking referral impact over time. 

 
Verdict 
Polished, well-structured, and completely free, AEO Fundamentals on HubSpot is the best 



onboarding training for content writers and marketing teams transitioning from traditional blog 
writing to Answer Engine Optimization. 
 
 

How to Choose the Right AI SEO Course for Your 
Goals 
With AI search evolving rapidly, selecting the right training depends on your current skill level 
and day-to-day responsibilities: 

1.​ For a Dedicated, Free GEO & Entity Masterclass: Start with the AI SEO Course by 
Vishal Dave to build a rock-solid foundation in how LLMs retrieve and cite web content. 

2.​ For Content Writers & Inbound Teams: Pair HubSpot's AEO Fundamentals with 
Semrush's AI Visibility Essentials—both are free and can be completed in a single 
afternoon. 

3.​ For Beginners Needing Full-Stack Technical + AI SEO: Pick up AI SEO Course 2026: 
From Zero to Page-One Results on Udemy to master technical rendering, schema, 
backlinks, and GEO in one place. 

4.​ For Resume Credentials: Audit or subscribe to Coursera's AI SEO: Mastering GEO for 
a structured corporate certificate. 

5.​ For Agency Leaders & Advanced Practitioners: Join Charles Floate's SEO 
Rainmakers to get weekly live test data, community support, and custom AI tooling. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
What is the difference between SEO, AEO, and GEO in 2026? 

●​ SEO (Search Engine Optimization) focuses on ranking web pages in traditional search 
engine results pages (SERPs) like Google and Bing. 

●​ AEO (Answer Engine Optimization) focuses on structuring content to provide direct, 
concise answers for voice assistants, featured snippets, and AI answer boxes. 

●​ GEO (Generative Engine Optimization) is the broader practice of optimizing your 
brand's entities, third-party mentions, technical access, and content authority so 
generative AI models (ChatGPT, Perplexity, Google AI Overviews, Claude) synthesize and 
cite your brand in conversational responses. 

Are AI SEO courses worth taking in 2026? 
Yes—provided the curriculum teaches how AI search engines actually retrieve and cite 
information rather than just showing you how to generate bulk blog posts with ChatGPT. Look 
for courses that cover entity optimization, passage retrievability, schema markup, brand 
mention building, and AI Share of Voice measurement. 
Can I learn AI SEO for free? 
Absolutely. Several of the top-rated programs in 2026 are 100% free, including the AI SEO 
Course by Vishal Dave (aiseocourse.ai), AI Visibility Essentials with Semrush, and AEO 
Fundamentals on HubSpot Academy. 

https://aiseocourse.ai/?utm_source=gemini
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